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OPENING UP NEW VISTAS: Haga and rasa with Western orchesira.

y he gladly launches inlo a
fow melodic versas, talks
Lexeitedly about the bold

voung aficionados of Carnatic
music and casually striles
some hasta mudras, Bombay
Javashri is flush with the ex-
pericnee of singing Sangam
poetry o the accompaninent
of g chamber ovchestra in La-
pland. organising Lhe second
cdition of Svanubhava suc-
cesslully and jamming with
Bharatanatyvam artists,

Skeptics may look at such
invalvernents as diverting at-
tention [rom kutcheris bul
Jayashri is not one to live her
art with blinkers on. "It's not
simple as doing sumething
out-of-the-routine or for ef-
fect,” savs Javashri, “You
Rave Lo delve decper into Lhe
svstem. trust your confidence
and puzh vour endurance lev-
el. Finally, what vou get is
whal  you feel.refreshed,
open-minded and energised
for more creative challenges.”
So, b wos 1t 1o sing Songam
poelry amidst snow-capped
mountains in faraway La-
pland? And how was it lo in-
dulge in raga and rasa
expositions in the Reindeer
land?
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Yand honest queries of

manent performer

Set in @ deep roving
formed by o glacial river, the
shage B ul the baltom of the
villey, surrcunded by pine
trees and majestic moun-
taing while the awdience is
segted on stone seate,

"It was more like being
part af a canvas, Bul what
made me more emolion:sd
wis seeing the audience en-
jow listening to Tamil postry
penined more than 2000
vears agn and the ability of
our ragas to be heard loud
and clear against a formid-
able 40-member chamber
orchestira. There were sever-
al moments when the Car-
natie  swaras  stowd  their
own, while at others thewv
delightfully merged with the
Western notes, There was
visual proof of this cultural
confluence too. Finns com-
ing to the concert wearing
T-shirts  imprinted  wilh
Sangam verses in Finnish
along with the meaning,” re-
calls Javashri. Along with
her were Poongulam  sub-
ramaniam and ghatam Kar-
thick, whose tani avartanam
received rounds of applause,

Ask her how she became
part of Avanti! (s well-estab-
lished Helsinki-based cham-

for the past 20 years. And to
enjoy the music better, he
studied classical Tamil un-
der Professor E. Sundara-
murti, former
vice-chancellor of the Than-
javur Tamil University,
From her early concert
days, Jayvashri remembers
sceing him sit in the first few
rowve and wondering who he
was, One day he wenl up to
her and expressed his desire
to work with her. He was
keen to do a larger project
based on the wonderful po-
emes from Kurunthogal (San-
vam  literature),  Carnatic
music and Western orehes-
tra and pecform it in Fin-
lawind, "His ability to recite
and comprebend the mean-
ing of the classic verses
stunned me,” says Jayashri,
Fera diligently chose the
five poemes, ‘Mazhai Vilaivai-
vadwm Mazhai.' ‘Malai Idar
[ta, ‘Yaayum  Nysayum,
Milaithinwm Peridhey” and
‘Kaomum  Kaamam,”  and
wive lThem into a love storny
wilth shades of longing, dis-
appointment, ete. He want-
ed to convey their emotions
through a mix of Carnatic
vocal and instrumental and
Western vrchestra, 5o be
brought  fogether  Juvashrd,

conducter of the orchestra,
was 20 taken in by the expe-
rience that he wanted a re-
peat  performance at  the
famous  Luosto  Summer
Festival in Lapland,

What do such musical
outings  and  confluences
mean  to the  soft-spoken
voralist?

“They are extremely hum-
bling, They open vour eyes
andd mind to new and fasei-
nating aspects of the art, For
instance, while rehearsing
with Avanti! 1 learnt to fol-
low a conductors languade
and perform accordingly. So
was it at Svanubhava. [ nev-
er thought such & rappon
could be  established be-
tween young listeners and
learners  amd established
artists,

“A gir] asked Birju Mah-
argj ow practical i iz to
train in classical dance and
make it vour vocation in bo-
day’s success-driven world?
As Tor the collaborative per-
formances with Bharslana-
tvam artists such as Leela
Samson  and  Privadarsing
Govind, they are a way to
express my  love for the
dance form that | learnt as 4
voung girl. 11 s interesting
to see how dancers lend a



Beautiful setting

"T can st feel the goose-
bumps,” says the acclaimed
vocalist, She performed in an
incredibly beautiful setting al
the Ailtakury amphitheatre
in Luosto (capital cily of La-
pland), where Mature is a per-

lished Helsinki-based cham-
ber orchestra) and Jayshri
says, “the crodit goes to
Finnish  composer. writer
and pianist Eero Hoeennic-
mi. an admirer of het sing-
ing. A bover ol Carnalic
music, Fera has been wis-
iting India every December

browght together Juyashri,
Ghatam 5 Karthick and

Foongulam  Subramaniam
and Avanti! chamber
archestra.

Eern's  dream was  un-

veiled ab Helsinki last wvear.
It was well-received by the
audience. John Storgaeds,

to see how dancers lend a
phvsical form to words, swa-
ras and ragas. What's more
amazing is to see how they
interpred them in their indi-
vidual ways. One never ceas-
es to be a student, There's 5o
much bt learn,” signs off
Jayushri with a smile.




