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BombayJayashrilaunched
fiBhaire Baanvarii

new music concert on 7tthorMant
- a new music concer

Bombay Jayashril a u n cBhaird Baanvari i
Story of Mirabai o her
for SANKALP TRUST -in aid of children with

Learning Disability and Autism Spectrum Disorder.
on 7th March 2010,
for SANKALP TRUST

in aid of children with
Learning Disability
And AutisnSpectrmDisorder.



This first show of series that will be presented later across the country,
was held at the Sir Mutha Venkatasubba Rao Concert Hall of the
Lady Andal Venkatasubba Rao School in Chennai on 7th March.

The proceeds of the program, which is supported by many donors was
donated in aid of Sankalp, a registered Not For Profit Trust in Chennai
that supports children with learning disabilities and autism.

The musical presentation ¢
saintpoet Mi
| 1 fe an:

featuring an entire range o
songs by Mirabai

Set in poetic verse:
that reverberates
her personal longing
for Lord Krishna,
her divine lover.

Mi rabai 0s
the nava rasas
the nine emotion
o f | 1 f e

Songs are set ir
different ragas,
raginis, and tempo variation:
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Musical
in the
making

A thematic
concert on the |
legendary saint-
poet, Mirabai, is
keeping Bombay
Jayashri busy

hose who have heard
Bombay Jayashri’s
hypnotic, mesmeriz-

ing and very soulful music,
will also agree that hers is
the perfect voice to present
the devout and passionate
poetry of Mirabai, a mysti-
cal poet, singer and an
ardent devotee of Lord
Krishna. “I think the story
of Meera (or Mirabai) is
both intriguing and very
relevant in the context we
live in,"” says Jayashri,
“Just imagine, a young girl,
wav haele in thae 134h contil.

Baanvari, a seven-member ensemble
including Jayashri and Gowri
Rammarayan who plays the role of a
narrator, will traverse the life and
times of Meera in a format that
promises to be very refreshing.
Bhaire Baanvari is on March 7 at
Sir Mutha Venkatasubba Rao
Concert Hall, Lady Andal
Venkatasubba Rao School, at 7pm.
Donor passes = ed between
are avail-




Bombay J

Staff Reporter
CHENNAI: Vocalist Bombay
Jayashri will present
‘Bhaire Baanvari,” a fund-
raising musical concert on
the story of Mirabai, at Sir
Mutha Venkatasubba Rao
Concert Hall, Lady Andal
Venkatasubba Rao Higher
Secondary School in Chet-
pet here at 7 p.m. on
March 7. Proceeds from
the event would go to San-
kalp, a non-governmental
organisation working for
children with learning dis-
abilities and autism spec-
trum disorder.
Announcing this at a
press meet here on
Wednesday, Ms. Jayashri
said Mirabai’s life had

been an eternal source of

inspiration for many po-
ets. “She is a very embod-
iment of courage and
creativi Her poetries
are refreshingly contem-
porary. As a singer, per-
forming at concerts for a
cause is a gratifying expe-
rience,” she said.
Conceptualised by
Gowri Ramnarayan, the
concert would trace the
life of Mirabai through her
poetry. It would feature
bhajans sung by M.S.Sub-
bulakshmi and Falguni
Mitra. It would also fea-
ture a range of songs in

-

Presents

ayashri’s concert

AV AV

~ Bombay Jeyadti

altien i Oy Sar

Vocalist Bombay Jayashri addressing a press
conference on ‘Bhaire Baanvari’ in Chennat on
Wednesday. PHOTO: — S. THANTHONI

various dialects, including
Avadhi, the native dialect
of Mirabai. “This is my
first performance exclu-
sively on Mirabai songs.
We have carefully chosen
her popular and not-so-
popular poems.” The con-
ert would chronologically
feature poems by Mirabai
with varying nava rasas.
Along with the songs, a
narration in  English
would unfold the story of
Mira. Following Chennali,
the concert would subse-
quently be held in many
cities, including Delhi and
Bangalore. On Sankalp’s
activities, Lakshmi Krish-
nakumar, one of its direc-
tors, said over 220

children are part of the or-
ganisation and Sankalp
has been lobbying the gov-
ernment for inclusive
education.

A seminar on ‘Inclus
practices for students with
special needs’ would be or-
ganised on March 5 and 6,
as a curtain-raiser to the
fund-raising event. Su-
latha Ajith and Subashini
Rao, the other two Direc-
tors of Sankalp, spoke at
the event. Donor passes
are available at-Sankalp,
6th Avenue, Anna Nagar
West, and also at Land-
mark, Nungambakkam;
Odyssey, Adyar; and Ox-
ford Book Store, Haddows
Road.




usical trihute to
Mirabai’s legend

['he classical singer Bombay Jayashri, is part of ¢
musical that relives the days of the Krishna h/mlrla

CSoluli

her spirit




Recreating Mirabhai’s magic for a cause

Staff Reporter

CHENNAL: For Saint-poet Mirabhai,
Lord Krishna was her universe,
Her unparalleled love for her Lord,
her playmate, her mentor, her gu-
ru... His flawless beauty, kindness...
to her et all was brought to life by
Carnatic vocalist Bombay Jayashri
on Sunday through carefully cho-
sen bhajans of Mira at ‘Bhaire
Baanvari,” a fund-raiser musical
presentation for Sankalp Trust.

She began with a prayer song by
Mirabhai's guru Raidas ‘Kamala lo-
chana Kati Peethambara.” In the
song ‘More aangan mein murali
bhajaavore,” Mira, the child, asks
her friend to play the flute and play
with her. The bhajan, 'Maana Guru
Govind,” was a dialogue between
Mirabhai and her mother-in-law,
who asked her to pray to Gowri, the
deity of the Sisodhiya clan to which
Mira is said to have replied that
only Krishna was her Lord.

Gowri Ramnarayan, who con-

MESMERISING: Carnatic musician Bombay Jayashri
performing at ‘Bhaire Baanvari,’ a fund-raising concert for
Sankalp Trust on Sunday.~ PHOTO: M.VEDHAN

ceptualised the presentation ex-
plained how as a child Mirabhai
treated an idol of Krishna not as a
toy but as a living-breathing friend
and how she met her guru.

Sankalp Trust runs two schools
~ The Open School and The Learn-
ing Centre, which are for children
with learning disabilities and au-
tism respectively.

Founder Trustee of Sankalp
Mullasari Ajit said the funds from
the programme would go towards
more equipment and may be a
building of their own. “We are on
leased premises right now. We
would like to develop our infras-
tructure, We are thankful to all the
corporates and individuals who
supported us,” he said.

!




Bhaire Baanwarl A story of fearless moral courage and visionary conviction.

Concept



Perhaps the most remembered and quoted woman in

Indian history is a sixteenth century poet, singer and saint called Mirabai, or Meera.
Versions of her songs are sung today all over India, and she appears as a subject
in films, books, dances, plays and paintings.

Even Mohandas Gandhi promoted her, seeing Mira as a symbol of a woman
who has the right to chose her own path, forsake a life of luxury,
and in non violent resistance find liberation.

We believe that this presentation is of
where the country is calling for conviction and is continuously urging its citizens

to break all shackles of suppression and asks its citizens to demonstrate

their courage of conviction.

Mirabai is a shining example of all these values, which we have tried to bring forth
through an inspiring presentation, using the narrative as well as
a musical rendition of her rich poetry.

particul ar



Baanvari- a story of fearless moral courage and visionary conviction:

This musical presentation features an entire range of songs by Mirabai
moving through her confident, carefree childhood and adolescent dreams of becoming one with her Lord,
to her troubled phase of oppression, confusion and torment, her quest for love and peace, and the final resolutiontot

The songs reflect the nava ragathe nine emotions in life and art, and are set to different ragas,
raginis, and tempo variations.

Some songs are in the form of dialogues between Mira and guru Raidas, guru Rupagosvamin,
Mi r a O sin-lamMasdtmethein-l aw, whil e at key moments, a chorus |

Verbal narration in English or Tamil (depending on the venue) unfolds the story of Mira while also linking the songs.



Baanvari- a story of fearless moral courage and visionary conviction:

Bhajans from the repertoire of M.S.Subbulakshmi are only a part of the selection in Bhaire Baanvari.
The songs are drawn from several sources, some from well known musicians and others from the oral tradition.

Through poetry and musi c, Bfdhesei Biatad viamiatgreats myh:
an iconoclastic visionary, whose bhakti is equalled only by her humane compassion for all fellow beings.
She remains a cultural icon for the people of India.



Presenters:

Smt Gowri Ramnayan, concept and script writer

Smt Bombay Jayashri Ramnath, noted Vidushi in the field of Carnatic Music
Male singers:

Female chorus support

Accompanists:



Images from the Chennai Concert



Images from the Sankalp concert



